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Colne Valley Classic and Vintage
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The CVCVC was formed in 1989 to encourage interest in Historic,
Vintage, Classic Cars and Motorcycles
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Editor’s Intro
I hope you and your families are keeping safe and well. Relaxed
Covid restrictions enabled the CVCV AGM and the October
Midweek Lunchtime Meeting to go ahead.
40 members came to Gt Maplestead Village Hall to attend
the CVCVC AGM. Brief details are provided on page 2, with the
full report enclosed with this month’s Newsletter.
There is a variety of articles this month, including the
second instalment of Rosemary Smith’s rallying tales. Roger
Allen has written another article on his Lotus Elan rebuild –
Weber carburettors, useful knowledge for anyone who owns a
classic car with these particular carbs. The Guess the Car
feature attracted the most answers since this series was first
published and yet, such is the rarity of this vehicle. We are
fortunate in our Club to have ex-Ford professional photographer
Mike Wilkins as a member, his photo collection is unique and
priceless. They say every picture tells a story; hence I have
titled Mike’s photo: Pre-World Cup London to Mexico
Discussions.
Ray Cook has notified the Club that he and his wife Sheila
would be unable to attend Club events for quite a while, due to
Sheila having serious spinal problems restricting mobility. We
wish Sheila a speedy recovery and look forward to their
company again at events.
Lastly, a reminder that it’s time to renew your CVCVC 2022
Membership before 1st January. Renewal forms are enclosed
with the Newsletter.
Stay Safe
Chris Sharman

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
In line with the Government's lockdown easements. The
CVCVC has commence monthly Midweek Lunchtime
meetings and Evening events. Members will be informed
through the CVCVC Newsletters and Parish Notices if there
are changes to the Government regulations.
Nov 25 Midweek Midday Meet Up – Thatcher’s Arms, Mount
Bures CO8 5AT. Stuart Black needs to inform the pub if you
are going, there could still be places– kindly contact Stuart
Dec 9 Christmas Lunch – The Cricketers Fordham CO3 9TG
Further details on page 2.
Dec 15 Club Evening – Wednesday, we are considering a
local Christmas lights tour, to finish at Halstead FC ahead
of the Club Night Noggin n’ Natter. Details to follow in a
Parish Notice email.
Jan 19 Club Evening – Wednesday 8pm. Speaker TBC.
Halstead Football Club CO9 1HR.
Jan 26 CVCVC Committee Meeting Wednesday 7.30pm
Venue TBC.
Jan 27 Midweek Midday Meet Up - Venue TBC.
Feb 16 Club Evening – Wednesday 8pm. Speaker TBC.
Halstead Football Club CO9 1HR.
Feb CVCVC Winter Run Date & Details TBC.

Club Information
The CVCVC is open to all enthusiasts with an interest in
vintage and classic cars and motorcycles
The CVCVC Committee
Chairman
John Goodman
Deputy Chairman &
Events Co-ordinator
Stuart Black
Treasurer
Chris Harman
Secretary
Geoff Broad
Membership Sec.
Roger Martin
Newsletter Editor
Chris Sharman
Parish Notices Editor
David Singer
Webmaster
Bob Chaplin
Club Safeguarding Officer Julie Ingram

CVCVC Membership
Club Membership is open to enthusiasts with an interest in
vintage and classic cars and motorbikes. Membership details
can be obtained from Roger Martin
Website
The Club’s website can be found here:
www.colnevalleycarclub.org.uk on it are pages of club and local
classic car related events. There are links to other relevant sites
and further information. Past copies of the Newsletter can also
be found here.

The CVCVC and Electronic Media
eNewsletters
The majority of members now receive this newsletter, on a
monthly basis, by email. If you receive the black and white copy
by post and would like to receive the full colour edition by email,
for home printing, then please contact Roger Martin.
Electronic mailings
Regular updates are sent out with reminders of lunch meetings
and information on our evening speakers. Additionally, these
include more details of forthcoming club events and activities.
To receive these, please make sure Roger Martin has an up-todate email address for you. Finally, please make sure that any
spam filter is set to allow the email address.
Club Articles
The Newsletter always requires articles, so please forward
details to the editor on your vehicle’s motoring experiences,
event reviews, or restoration and technical stories. New feature
ideas are always welcomed.
January Newsletter
Would you please forward articles by email or post before
Monday 13th December.
DISCLAIMER
The views, opinions and any technical advice printed in this
Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Committee or Editor
and should not be taken as such. The CVCVC accepts no
responsibility for the results of following contributor’s advice.

Future CVCVC Events
November 25th Midweek Lunchtime Meeting
Thatcher’s Arms Mount Bures
A return to the former CVCVCV Evening Event Pub and this
year’s Classic Car Show.
The pub’s owner asked to know how many members will be
lunching at the Thatcher’s Arms, Stuart Black asked Members
to contact him by the first week in November, this date has
passed, however it still might be possible to book a late place
now.

Christmas Midweek Lunch at the Cricketers
in Fordham Heath December 9th
The previous Christmas Lunch
(pre-Coronavirus) was a most
enjoyable event, exceptional
food
&
extremely
good
company.
If you would like to join us,
please make your selection/(s)
from the menu and send to
Stuart Black, together with a
cheque made payable to “CVCVC” for the appropriate amount,
by November 19th.
Further details including menu choices and Stuart’s
address. are in the Christmas Lunch flyer, published with the
November Newsletter. (After the 19th, there might still be places
available).

Club Evening Wednesday 15th December
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Christmas Noggin & Natter
we are considering a local Christmas lights tour to finish at
Halstead FC ahead of the Club Night Noggin n’ Natter.
Details to follow in a Parish Notice email.

CVCVC Annual General Meeting
Just under forty members attended the Annual General Meeting
on 21st October, held in Great Maplestead Village Hall. The preAGM complimentary comprehensive buffet, combined with a
contribution bar was extremely popular. The members who help
organized the evening received deserving applause from their
colleagues.
John Goodman had a clash of AGM meetings and
unfortunately was unable to attend, Stuart Black stood in as the
evening’s chairman.
Following the agenda
1.Martin B reviewed the Club’s expenditure. Despite the lack of
CVCVC activities due to the coronavirus lockdown, the Club’s
finances were extremely healthy.
2.Stuart Black read out the 2021 Chairman’s Report, with John
first apologising for not attending this year’s AGM and then
reviewed the ‘limited” CVCVC events held during the last two
years. John welcomed Julie Ingram’s appointment as the Club’s
Safeguarding Officer. He also thanked the Committee and
Members for supporting the CVCVC during the pandemic.
The other Committee members gave their respective
reports –
3.Martin Brown stepped down as Treasurer and the Committee.
The remaining members were re-elected, plus Julie Ingram was
elected as the Club Safeguarding Officer.
4. There were no proposals to elect additional Committee
Members.
An Open Forum concluded the AGM –
Discussions on the effects of E10 ethanol petrol on classic
car engines and associated components. The effectiveness of
proprietary neutralizing ethanol products.
Slightly damaged cars were being classed as ‘Category B’
write-offs and scrapped to encourage drivers to purchase EVs.
Government intervention?
George Wilder explained the reasoning for postponing the
planned Autumn Scatter Run.
The Full Annual General Meeting Report is enclosed with the
Newsletter

Wanted – CVCVC Newsletter Editor
Nine years ago, I took on the role as Editor. It’s provided a
sense of achievement, producing over 100 Monthly Newsletters,
plus improving my computer skills, nevertheless, I had intended
to stand down last year, but with the onset of Coronavirus, the
timing wasn’t appropriate.
With normality returning, I intend to stand down from this
position after the New Year. DIY beckons and I would like
additional family and classic car time. I will still be a committee
member and this will ensure a smooth handover of the
Newsletter to the new Editor. I’m sure there is an excellent
Editor, just waiting in the wings. Please contact me or the
Committee to discuss the pending vacancy.
Chris Sharman

Editors Space Filler
Technical Help Required – The “brand X” coil on my 1936
Singer appears to be quite hot with the engine running. I have
bought a British Remax replacement, that I intend to fit.
However, checking on-line as to why coils overheat, a couple of
comments advised to have the coil terminals pointing down, to
ensure the coil internals were always cooled with oil. Looking at
numerous under bonnet car photos, there is no set position,
have members any advice? Ed

September Club
Evening
Talk by
Rosemary Smith
Hosted by
Michael
Hipperson
Part 2
Continuing Rosemary’s Talk London to Sydney Marathon Rally 1968
Rosemary selected a few highlights - The rally originated from
Sir Max Aitken, proprietor of the Daily Express. Rosemary
joined the Ford Team to drive in the Marathon Rally. She was
especially pleased her Cortina Lotus registration VPI 77, was
assembled in Cork. Rosemary mentioned the Cortina’s Lotus
twin-cam engine was not suitable for long distance events, a
“cart-horse” engine was required to survive a 10,000 miles
marathon. Rosemary stated that Ford sent their team up to
Yorkshire on an Army training survival course, to prepare them
for the severe conditions, that the teams would encounter,
especially in Asia and Australia.
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it wasn’t for the camel droppings around the car and Lucette
whimpering!
Delaying their own race, the Army officers towed the
stricken Cortina Lotus into Kabul, late for checking in, but
Official Stuart Turner booked the car in. Rosemary and Lucette
had lost their hotel bedroom and were reduced to sleeping in a
flea invested lobby!
The couple carried on across Afghanistan with the car only
working on two cylinders. To climb the Khyber Pass, the only
way was driving in reverse with the lowest gear for 33 miles!
They drove on through Pakistan and India, boarding the PO
Liner SS Chusan in Bombay, arriving nine day later in
Freemantle. The 3,000-mile route across Australia journey was
difficult with many areas of non-existent roads. Even with the
Cortina running on half power, they finished 48th out of the 56
cars that completed the Marathon . Rosemary remarked that
Lucette departed without saying farewell!
London to Mexico World Cup Rally 1970
The Rally was sponsored by the Daily Mirror and the route was
to take in all the countries that participated in the 1966 FIFA
World Cup.
Rosemary was offered a drive by British Leyland to
compete in the new Austin Maxi. She felt along with her two codrivers they had been chosen for publicity purposes to promote
BL’s latest car,
The 98 cars left Wembley Stadium in April to cover 16,000
miles, Rosemary took exception to Lord Stokes telling the ladies
“If you get as far as Dover I’ll be happy”. Those words spurred
Rosemary and her co-drivers Alice Watson and Ginette de
Rolland, to reach Mexico no matter what! Another grudge was
the
Maxi’s engine
1475cc, against the BL
male teams Maxis with
larger 1800cc engines.
Left to Right –
Alice
Watson,
Ginette de Rolland
and Rosemary at
Wembley Stadium

Rosemary’s Cortina Lotus VPI 77 on the left
Rosemary with her co-driver
Lucette Pointer, left Crystal
Place Stadium in their
Cortina Lotus along with 98
other cars. She remarked
that her co-driver had been
chosen by Henry Taylor,
Ford’s Completion Manager,
the two women were not
compatible. Issues came to a
head after leaving Milan,
Lucette started to munch
through
a
huge
garlic
sausage, continually slicing
pieces to eat while travelling through Eastern Europe, by the
time they were driving through Turkey the smell was
unbearable, Rosemary grabbed the remains or the sausage
and threw it out of the window, not helping team relations.
Entering Asia, the going was tough and the Cortina ground
to a halt in the middle of Afghanistan. A band of tribesmen
riding camels came up. The leader spoke good English and
Rosemary explained their predicament to him, unfortunately the
other tribesmen started to pull at her jewellery and blond hair.
One of the others opened the boot and stole tins of engine oil,
thinking it was a fizzy drink he opened a can and after a gulp,
spat the oil out. Rosemary mentioned this was a turning point,
the tribesmen became agitated and she and Lucette were now
fearing the worse. When from the distance a competing Cortina
with two Army officers drove up, prompting the tribesmen to ride
off. In fact, Rosemary said she could have been hallucinating if

Left to Right Lord Stokes,
Rosemary, Alice
and Bobby Moore
The European Rally
stage
wasn’t
too
difficult although only
71
cars
reached
Lisbon. The cars
were shipped to Rio
de Janeiro while the
teams flew to the city,
providing time for a
welcome
break
before the real challenge of driving 11,000 miles across South
and Central America in record time.

Somewhere in Europe

The route passed through Uruguay, Argentina, Chile and Bolivia
where the Maxi broke down with a broke fan belt in the Andes
Mountains. Having previously used their spare one, Rosemary
ingeniously used her tights! During this imposed stop Alice
somehow became covered in cactus flies, the only fast way to
remove them was to spray Alice with the fire extinguisher, the
insects fell off, but she became seriously ill. Arriving late at the
La Paz checkpoint, Rosemary realized that Alice required
hospital treatment, but the rally stewards insisted the Maxi
couldn’t travel down the mountain pass at night due to lorries
scheduled to drive up the single-track road. In response
Rosemary drove through the road barrier, headlights on, horn
blaring to warn up-coming trucks to move over. Upon reaching
the town, Alice was transferred to the hospital where her
condition improved. Rosemary and Ginette retired to their hotel
believing their rally was over, Rosemary mentioned that you had
to have the same crew throughout the competition. 48 hours
later Alice returned, still unwell, but insisting to travel a further
5,000 miles.

A welcome break
Only 30 cars were left by Lima, travelling on through Ecuador
and Columbia finishing at Buenaventura to board a ship to sail
through the Panama Canal to Central America. Rosemary
remarked that the two-day voyage was a welcome break with
the highlight being a fancy-dress party.
With six countries to cover before reaching Mexico City,
while racing through Nicaragua during the early hours, they
came across the road blocked with boulders. Upon stopping five
horsemen wearing masks and sombreros galloped up and
interrogated them. Rosemary explained to the bandits they were
on an international rally and that they didn’t have any valuables.
The horsemen actually warned them how dangerous it was to
travel at night and moved the boulders letting the Maxi through.
The long drive through South and Central America was
taking its toll on Rosemary, Alice and Ginette, with a lack of
sleep, one of the stages was 1700 miles nonstop. They
eventually reached Mexico City. Due to torrential rain the grand
entry into the Estadio Azteca Stadium was devoid of spectators.
only 23 cars arrived with Rosemary’s team finishing 10th.
Rosemary’s Talk to be continued next month – The Monte
Carlo & Safari Rallies, plus the Formula One Drive.

Guess the Car Answer - AJS Tourer

A rare pre-war tourer, correct answers from Bob Knight,
David Skinner, Richard Stanbridge, Derek Wickes and
George Wilder
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AJS History
The AJS car was based on a late 1920s Clyno. Looking to
diversify motorcycle manufacturing, AJS entered the light car
market in 1930. Designed by Arthur G Booth, the chassis was
fabricated by John Thompson Motor Pressings. Bodies made in
Lower Walsall and final assembly took place in Graisely.
Coventry Climax supplies the 1018cc (9hp) engines, although
later AJS made their own engine, based on the Coventry
Climax. The Tourer sold for £210, two saloon variants were also
marketed. The vehicles were well built, but too expensive
compered with their rivals and the company went into liquidation
in October 1931.
The Stevens family settled their debts in full and the AJS name
was bought by Matchless and the tools/machinery moved to
Woolwich, where motorcycle production re-started.
Photo provided by Gordon Levett. Information from the
AJS Car Club

Grand Prix -1966 Film
By some fluke, I managed to
watch on YouTube, the 1966
film Grand Prix. Rather long,
but worth watching. I saw this
film initially in 1967, viewed the
second time I appreciated the
film even more….
Over the past decades
there have been a few
noticeable motor racing films
including Checkpoint (1955),
Winning (1969), Le Mans
(1971), Rush (2013), and Le
Mans 66 (2019). How many of
you can remember Grand
Prix (1966), directed by John
Frankenheimer and filmed in
Cinerama. This was the first
major film about motorsport
and four decades later, to my
mind remains the best.
Originally intended as a starring vehicle for real-life racing
enthusiast Steve McQueen, he fell out with John Frankenheimer
and was replaced by James Garner. Grand Prix is the story of
four professional race-car drivers competing on the international
circuit during a Formula One season. The film captures the
Sixties, where there was still a sporting element in GP racing,
just!
The action begins in Monaco where American Pete Aron
(James Garner) after crashing out his team-mate Scott
Stoddard (Brian Bedford) is sacked from the Jordon BRM team.
Pete Aron is determined to find another drive and is hired by
Japanese industrialist (Toshiro Mifune), to drive one of his cars
(Honda)? Pete Aron must also contend with Ferrari’s JeanPierre Sarti (Yves Montand), a French driver who has previously
won two world titles and Italian playboy (Antonio Sabato). Scott
recovers from his injuries and with the last race of the season
any of the four drivers could win the championship.
The film delves into the drivers’ personal lives, which adds
to the film, otherwise it could easily be only a documentary.
However, these stories merely fill in between races, all of
which were directed and shot superbly by Frankenheimer and
cinematographer Lionel Lindon. Making great use of splitscreen photography and aerial shots. The film achieved three
Academy Awards for its technical achievements.
The real stars of the film are the GP cars and the racing
scenes on the correct circuits. There was real life footage of the
three-litre 1966 GP cars, but for the film takes, the previous
year’s F1 one-&-half-litre and F3 cars were used. Thirty-two
professional racing drivers were involved with the production
including Lorenzo Bandini, Jack Brabham, Jim Clark, JuanManuel-Fangio, Richie Ginther, Dan Gurney, Graham Hill, Phil
Hill, Bruce McLaren and Jochen Rindt.
Still available through Amazon, or to view online –
James Garner Movie Grand Prix 1966 – YouTube

1966 Lotus Elan Restoration
Article 12 Weber DCOE Carbs
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In prior issues of the CVCCC Newsletter I've been
describing the story of my 1966 Lotus Elan which I bought
in May 2017 and its restoration. This article talks about the
initial setting up of the classic Weber 40DCOE carburettors
fitted to the Elan's Lotus Ford Twin Cam engine.
In previous articles I've talked about the build and initial running
of the Elan's Lotus Ford engine which happened late Spring this
year. I was planning to give it a longer run outside in the rolling
chassis when the weather improved. I had a fairly long wait
through May!!!
I knew that my Elan's twin Weber 40 DCOE carbs needed
more initial tuning and I had not done any Weber set ups for a
long while. In fact, it was in the early 90's on my hillclimb
Mallock and at the time I was more interested in outright
performance with a race cam and not a nice street friendly idle!

Pic Weber 1 - The Elan's Lotus Ford Twin Cam engine with
it's classic Weber 40 DCOE carbs
I had already rebuilt both carbs and rejetted them to the Lotus
spec for the Special Equipment engine. Needless to say that
the ubiquitous prior owner, 'Bill the Bodge', had been here and it
was not to spec and the linkages and throttle return set up were
an embarrassment! Fortunately, I was able to find the correct
jets, tubes and correctors and trumpets from stock which saved
a bob or three and was able to sort the linkage and return
spring issues with some redesign work.

Weber 3 - The redesigned throttle return spring set up
At this stage, I only planned to set the synchronisation, idle
speed and idle running. Performance work under load would
need a rolling road session to refine the standard Lotus Elan
spec when the car was finished.
I soon realised that I was a bit rusty on the whole subject of
Weber tuning and trawled through the manuals and YouTube
where there was the usual plenty of confusing and seemingly
poor ways of doing the work. However, sticking at it I eventually
stumbled on an excellent YouTube video by 'First Rust' called
'How to Balance and Tune Twin Weber DCOE Carburettors
(Tech Tip 18)'. The presenter guy has really got it nailed with a
clear and concise commentary using his own set up on a Ford
Pinto engine to demonstrate the methodology of setting up a
synchronised pair at idle. There is also a link to a very good
article on how to spec these carbs from scratch. I didn't need to
go through this process as Lotus published the data for all the
Elan models. I'm deeply indebted and this is a summary of the
method described so well in the YouTube video.
The method can be broken down into clear steps and you
will need a Synchro airflow meter which is about £30. The parts
that I refer to can all be identified on the Weber exploded
diagrams online or the one that comes with the rebuild kit of
gaskets (see pic above).
The first step is to get the carb settings in the ballpark before
starting the engine.
Both carbs need to be set to open at exactly the same
moment and the relationship can be adjusted on the connecting
linkage between the two. By unscrewing the small brass screw
covering the three progression holes in the inlet tract you can
see the edge of the throttle butterfly move by pulling the throttle.
It takes a bit of effort to spot the edge but decent lighting helps
and once you've seen the edge once it becomes easier. By
comparing each carb, you can screw the connecting linkage
adjuster until both throttles are both in the same position under
the progression holes. This throttle 'synchronisation' will be
refined later with the
air
flow
Synchrometer.
Weber 4 - The
synchronisation
screw connecting
the two throttle
spindles

Weber 2 - Rebuilding the carbs with the Weber rebuild kit
and parts exploded view

The
idle
speed
adjuster screw (or
screws) needs to be
set until the butterflies are just completely closed and then
opened by a quarter turn.
The four idle mixture screws should be gently screwed
closed then unscrewed one turn.
The four air bleeds (if fitted) should be unlocked with an
8mm spanner and gently closed completely and relocked. In
general, these don't seem to require adjustment and on my 50year-old Webers they are not fitted.

The engine can now be started and gently warmed up
keeping the revs up at around 2000rpm, with one hand on the
throttle and the other on the ignition switch! Never leave a cold
engine idling!! Keep a close eye on engine temperature even if
you have an electric fan.
Now, if it's a new engine then once it's running keep a very
close eye on oil pressure and water temperature and certainly
don't let it idle at all through this early stage in its life. It's
good practice to shut it down after a few minutes even if
everything seems well and inspect, especially for leaks. Then
cycle it a good few times from cool to warm running then a cool
off, this will bed the engine into a reasonable degree and
ensure all is well. It's not running in but OK for this phase of its
life where there is little load.
It's also very good practice to check the ignition timing with a
strobe gun and adjust to spec if necessary - again this will be
refined on the rolling road later for best performance.
When warm and inspected adjust the idle speed to around
1000rpm.
Check the readings on the air Synchro airflow meter by
placing it in each of the central two inlet trumpets and adjusting
the carb linkage synchronisation screw until the readings are
the same on each carb. Check and adjust the idle speed if
necessary.
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time there will be a shortage of green electricity for charging
purposes, especially in calm weather conditions or freezing
temperatures. Plus, batteries have a short life and continually
recharging reduces mileage performance. The cost of
replacement batteries will be prohibitive, therefore vehicles
become worthless, far earlier than internal combustion powered
ones.
There is only a limited supply of materials to produce
electric motor batteries, many sourced from third world
countries, where working conditions and pay are poor,
Surely money could be spent on refining the combustion
engine even further. In the 1960s, 2-litre cars averaged 20mpg,
by the 1980s 30mpg and by the 2000s 40 mpg. So, the figures
are continuously improving with advanced technology, including
the introduction of E-fuels.
I am not advocating the UK becomes another Cuba, but
keeping current vehicles longer, would avoid the manufacturing
energy costs associated with new vehicles. Another point, the
continual running of classic cars has very little effect on future
global heating. Manufacturing was carried out years previously,
annual mileage is generally low and classic vehicles tend to be
driven carefully, reducing fuel consumption and minimizing
replacement of components.
Chris Sharman

Pre- World Cup London to Mexico
Discussions

Weber 5 - The throttle ram pipes which accept the
Synchrometer to measure airflow
Then the idle mixture needs setting. It seems tricky but in
practice not too bad. It involves backing out each idle mixture
screw in turn about a quarter of a turn and listening for a
change in engine note and then screwing back in until you
reach the 'sweet spot'. Sounds a bit iffy but the engine does
'talk' and tell you when it's happy!
Then reset the idle speed and you're done.
If you are unfamiliar, or need a refresher as I certainly did, on
these Weber carbs then 'First Rusts' YouTube video will make it
all clear. If you are going to do this work I strongly recommend
at least a couple of viewings.
By going through this process, the engine has ended up
with a lovely idle and a very responsive pick up - full marks to
'First Rust' video and Weber.
The carbs look good too!!!
Roger Allen

The Future is Electric–Negative Points – pt3
I often ask myself, has the Government and Civil Service really
thought what the future holds for the UK, when all vehicles are
battery powered. A green environment is beneficial, but the UK
only produces 1% of the world’s CO2 pollution. Whatever
environmental action the Government takes, the result will make
very little difference to the global CO2 output!
The purchase costs for electric vehicles are exceptionally
high compared with internal combustion powered vehicles and
due to manufacturing/material costs, will remain so. In ten years

Stuart Turner, Roger Clark and Jimmy Greaves
This unique photo was taken by CVCVC member Mike Wilkins,
who for many years was a professional Ford Photographer.
Many of you will remember the excellent Club Evening
illustrated talk Mike gave to members in September 2018.
I thought the photo was connected to the 1970 World Cup
Rally, discussing tactics perhaps?
I contacted Mike asking for the story behind the photo and
he confirmed the picture was taken prior to the 1970 London to
Mexico World Cup Rally.
Mike replied -The location was the Chobham Test Track, at
the time it was the Fighting Vehicle Research Establishment
Track, run I think by the MOD. The Ford Competitions
Department used it quite frequently, it was secure and they
were left alone.
Timing - I assume it was just before the World Cup Rally
but I don’t know when. The idea was to let Roger show Jimmy
the ropes. There is another picture, a top shot of the Escort
going through a water splash with Jimmy driving, it was used in
a book but I haven’t got a print.
By the way everyone thought Jimmy was a natural.
Quite right, co-driving with Tony.Fall, their Escort finished an
extremely creditable sixth out of 98 starters.
Chris Sharman

October Midweek Lunchtime Meet Up
at the Kings Head Pebmarsh
The dry weather yesterday brought out a good mix of classic
and vintage vehicles and their owners for our weekday lunch at
the Kings Head at Pebmarsh. The new pub tenants, only three
weeks in operation I think, did a super job of welcoming us and
coping with almost 30 diners.
We enjoyed our food and I heard no complaints from others
in terms of food quality or timing. The weather was good
enough for some members to use the tables outside the front of
the south-facing pub.
With the glorious weather, many cars had their hoods
down, plus one with no hood.
You will recognise most of the cars from my photos and it
was great to see Tony Seabrook’s E-type and Mike Wilkins’s
Lotus 11 replica out for a change. I also appreciated seeing
Chris Watson’s Morris MS Six, in one of which I enjoyed my first
drive as a 13-year-old, on a private road of course. Also, Martin
Brown gave his flat-rad Morgan an airing as a change from his
moderns. The black Alfa belongs to Bob Knight.
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From L to R Foster Jones Humber 14/40, Martin Brown’s
Flat Rad Morgan +4 & Club Guest Rob Davies’s Morgan +4

Mike Wilkins’s Lotus II Replica & Keith Dunn’s Gilbern
Invader Estate
Report and photos from Roger Martin

Members Letters
Hi Chris,
Attached a rather nice, to my mind, period picture of a Jaguar
MK II and model, which may fill a space in our newsletter.
From L to R – Roger Martin’s MGB GT, Graham O’Connor’s
Mini Scamp & Tony Seabrook’s Jaguar E Type 2+2

Bob Knight’s Alfa Romeo Spider

Being a left-hand drive car shod with whitewall tyres, I presume
it was for US publicity purposes.
However, whether the model is dressed as per
contemporary New York high-society ladies or as a US adman's view of how the British elite dressed for dinner, we'll
probably never know!
Roger Martin
Nice… I will insist Mary-Ann dresses like that whenever we go
out in the Jaguar… Standards, old chap!
Stuart Black

Chris Watson’s Morris MS Six with Leigh Sebba’s Morgan
+8 in the background

Si Holder’s Austin A30 and Charles Soule’s Morris 1000

Hi Chris
One more for the Newsletter We spotted this rather sad-looking Ford Zephyr Mk II near
where my youngest son now lives in Surrey.

I have a soft spot for Mk IIIs as I passed my driving test in my
Dad's Mk II Consul.

Seeing it prompted my sister, who passed her test in my Dad's
Mk III Zephyr 6, to reminisce about steering column gear
changes and 'umbrella' hand brake levers. We wondered what
youngsters would make of such controls today!
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garage at Tiptree which usually has an accessible supply of E5
petrol. Unfortunately, the garage was closed, having run out of
fuel early in the day. I drove back through the back roads to
Copford via Messing. This was an error, as the roads were
badly flooded. As I drove through deep water, I prayed the
engine would not cut out. I made it to Marks Tey where I
managed to fill up with the required fuel. My Morris is a car
which has never been welded and has the original paintwork. It
has a low mileage and has probably never been driven in heavy
rain. I will try to avoid doing so in future. Thanks once again for
a great day.
Robin Taverner

Gordons Goings On, December 2021

It was much too good to scrap so I hope some TLC will
come its way in due course.
Kind regards, Roger Martin
Poor old thing needs a loving home with an air compressor!
As I'm sure you know, it's a Mk2 Lowline. The original Mk2
Highline had a roof height to suit the hat wearers of the 1950s.
In 1959, it was flattened and lowered by about 40mm as the
swinging, hatless 1960s beckoned.

Highline

Lowline
Must have cost quite a lot in re-tooling for a fairly subtle change
as you can see in these equivalent Consul photos.
Stuart Black

Dear Chris

Cento Miglia
Just a note to express my thanks to the organisers of the Cento
Miglia. This was an excellent day, well organised with a
fascinating themed route. Worried about the possibility of
running short of fuel during the day, and conscious that garages
were still experiencing shortages, I had ordered a petrol
container from Amazon, to be delivered on the Saturday
afternoon, the day before the event. It arrived at 4.30 p.m.
during a prolonged and serious spell of wet weather. I decided
to dash out immediately in my 1957 Morris Minor Convertible - a
lovely car, but not up to the driving conditions that afternoon.
The rain poured through the perished windscreen rubbers - all
over my legs, whilst I strained to see the road ahead through a
tiny, offset, square of windscreen, cleared by the totally
inadequate wiper blades. I like to give a car a run before any
longer drive, so headed out to drive the 10 miles to the Shell

Hard to believe its December already. A year that will be
remembered for all the wrong reasons. The first frosts have
come along, signalling that winter is upon us.
Interesting that COP26 quickly pushed the Covid crisis way
down the list of government priorities. Unfortunately for us all,
both will still be here long after the 25K people attending have
gone back home all around the world, obviously using all green
transport at every opportunity! After all, they all had a free pass
on Glasgow public transport. In December 2009 David J C
Mackay’s book, Sustainable Energy, Without the Hot Air, was
first published. I wonder how many of the delegates and our
MPs have read it.
Interestingly, Glasgow just happened to have a fleet of
electric buses, on display for publicity purposes, government
subsidised no doubt and that they quickly glossed over the fact
that the charging facility used a supply equal to that of “small
town”! I wonder where the nearest power station is to the centre
of Glasgow? A couple of years ago, the principle at Porsche
Centre Colchester told us that their charging station would have
a supply equal to that of the Hospital. Anyone seen a new
power station anywhere? Evidently, Sizewell 3 is to be financed
by a scheme which will see all domestic electricity customers
paying towards its cost via their bills!
Interesting that the Government have at least
acknowledged that “smart” motorways are not that smart after
all, but as with Covid, they won’t do anything until more people
die! Quite what that threshold is remains to be seen in both
cases. It wouldn’t be so bad if there was a choice of routes so
they could be avoided.
I see London is welcoming all of us classic car owners and
indeed any vehicle made pre-2015, by charging us more to
enter. My trips, taking four choir singers to Covent Garden to
sing for charity have now finished! Yet another reason to go
elsewhere. I wonder where that money goes? It’s a pity they
don’t publish the energy costs of all those tall vanity project
buildings in the capital, as well as all the commuting and public
transport and explain where the air pollution they create actually
hits the environment!
Petrol and diesel prices at an all-time high. It just means
you save more if you stay at home!
Our motorcycle rides and club nights remain as popular as
ever. I do the riding and keep the socialising to the minimum
and stay outside. The rides are a bit of a challenge these days,
not because of the weather, but because of the road works and
traffic lights almost everywhere you go. I think anyone who has
a set of traffic lights should be made to sit an exam before they
are allowed to use them. And the number of toy town
contractors with permission to work on the roads is frightening.
Motor sport for 2022 is being talked about already, so let’s
hope things improve so we can get back to the tracks for a spot
of spectating and hopefully a few track days.
I think Lewis has lost his chance of another title this year.
Next year should see more innovation with rule changes, both in
F1 and endurance racing.
The World Super bike series has given some spectacular
racing this year as Johnathan Rea has been given a bit more
opposition and Ducati appear to be getting up to speed in Moto
Gp as well.
Let’s hope next year turns out to better than this one for us
all.
Gordon Levett

